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S^nob  of  the  Siocese  of  XToronto* 


REPORT  OF  THE  VOLUNTARY  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 
COMMITTEE,  1900. 

Your  Committee  beg  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  their  instructions  they 
have  endeavoured  during  the  past  year  to  hold  conferences  with  the  various  reli- 
gious bodies  and  others. 

In  order  to  facilitate  matters  and  to  have  some  unity  of  action  your  Com- 
mittee thought  it  well  to  draw  up  a  series  of  "  Axioms  "  upon  which  the  discus- 
sions at  these  various  conferences  might  be  baaed.     These  Axioms  were  as  follows: 

Axioms. 

1.  That  the  parent  is  primarily  responsible  for  the  care  and  education  of  his 
child. 

2.  That  the  State,  to  protect  itself  from  ignorance,  requires  all  its  citizens  to 
receive  a  certain  amount  of  secular  instruction  (namely,  the  instruction  of  a  com- 
mon school  or  its  equivalent),  and  for  this  purpose  establishes  a  Public  School 
system. 

3.  That  the  popular  aim  is  to  make  our  Public  School  system  "National," 
that  is,  applicable,  or  suited  to  the  demands  of  all  classes  of  citizens. 

4.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  to  allow  in  a  P  .blic  School  system  some 
opportunity  for  imparting  such  religious  instruction  as  may  be  common  to  all 
Christian  bodies. 

5.  That  common  school   instruction  can  be  secured  by  the  State  in  two 
vys  :  1.  By  manufacturing  it  in  State  Board  Schools,  or  2.  By  purchasing  it  from 

/  oluntary  Associations,    where  the  latter  employ  only   qualified  Government 
teachers,  use  the  proper  text  books,  and  submit  to  proper  inspection. 

6.  That  any  scheme  for  Public  Schools  which  secures  for  the  State  common 
school  instruction  imparted  by  qualified  teachers  using  proper  text  books  and 
under  proper  inspection,  and  which  at  the  same  time  meets  the  demands  of  a 
substantial  number  of  parents  for  more  liberal  educational  advantages,  should  be 
generally  acceptable,  provided  the  State  is  not  called  upon  to  contribute  more 
towards  the  support  of  such  education  than  the  cost  of  imparting  the  common 
school  instruction  in  the  ordinary  Public  Schools  of  the  same  municipality,  and 
the  parents  voluntarily  contribute  what  is  required  to  maintain  any  special  in- 
struction, or  support  any  special  educational  advantages  afforded  thereby. 

It  was  deemed  advisable  by  your  Committee  to  approach  at  first  the  religious 
bodies  as  represented  by  the  various  Ministerial  Associations  in  Toronto.  Dele- 
gations from  your  Committee,  therefore,  waited  upon  the  Baptist,  Presbyterian, 
Congregational,  and  Methodist  Ministerial  Associations  in  Toronto,  and  we  were 
granted  an  opportunity  to  explain  the  proposed  scheme  for  the  affiliation  of 
Voluntary  Schools  with  the  Puolic  School  system  of  Ontario.  At  the  same  time 
we  requested  these  various  bodies  to  appoint  special  Committees  with  whom  we 
might  have  an  opportunity  to  discuss  the  matter  more  thoroughly. 

Following  this  action  your  Committee  held  conferences  with  special  Com- 
mittees of  the  Baptist,  Presbyterian,  and  Congregational  Ministerial  Associations 
of  Toronto. 

With  the  Baptist  and  Presbyterian  special  Committees  the  conferences  have 
not  been  concluded,  but  we  understand  that  the  Committee  of  the  Baptist  Minis- 
terial Association  propose  bringing  the  matter  up  for  discussion  at  their  next 
annual  local  convention. 

After  a  full  discussion  of  the  matter  with  the  Congregational  special  Com- 
mittee, the  members  present  at  the  conference  unanimously  endorsed  the  proposal 
as  practicable. 

[over] 


A  deputation  from  your  Committee  presented  the  soheme  to  the  Presbyterian 
Synod  of  Toronto  and  Kingston  at  their  meeting  in  May,  and  they  have  appointed 
a  Committee  with  instructions  to  confer  with  a  Committee  of  this  Synod. 

Your  Committee  regrets  exceedingly  that  they  have  found  it  impossible  to 
induce  the  Methodist  Ministerial  Association  of  Toronto  to  appoint  a  Committee 
to  meet  in  conference  with  your  Committee.  Your  Committee  has  been  informed, 
however,  that  this  Association  has  decided  that  it  was  a  matter  which  should  be 
brought  up  at  their  annual  conference,  and  accordingly  we  propose  to  present  the 
matter  by  a  deputation  at  the  next  meeting  of  their  conference. 

It  is  the  intention  of  your  Committee  to  send  deputations  to  the  local  annual 
conventions,  conferences,  and  synods  of  the  various  religious  bodies,  in  order  to 
present  the  scheme  and  to  ask  for  the  appointment  of  special  Committees  with 
whom  a  Committee  representing  this  Synod  might  confer. 

Mr.  Lawrence  Baldwin  had  an  opportunity  of  bringing  the  matter  to  the 
notice  of  the  Ontario  Educational  Association  at  their  annual  meeting  in  April  in 
a  paper  which  he  read  before  the  Trustees'  Department  of  that  Association.  His 
paper  is  to  be  published  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Association  and  the  matter  will 
come  up  for  discussion  at  their  next  annual  meeting  in  1901. 

Your  Committee  also  beg  to  report  that  a  Voluntary  Public  School  was  estab- 
lished on  January  11th  of  this  year  in  the  school  house  attached  to  the  Church  of 
the  Messiah,  Toronto,  on  the  exact  lines  laid  down  in  the  proposal  submitted  to 
our  Synod.  We  are  informed  that  the  school  opened  after  the  Easter  holidays 
with  the  number  of  pupils  greatly  increased,  and  that  the  promoters  are  meeting 
with  most  encouraging  success.  As  this  particular  Voluntary  Public  School  is 
supported  by  Presbyterians  and  Methodists  as  well  as  Anglicans,  the  religious 
instruction  imparted  therein  i&  non-denominationaL  We  bring  this  to  the  notice 
of  the  Synod  as  a  practical  example,  believing  that  when  additional  schools  of  the 
kind  are  established,  the  claim  that  they  should  be  allowed  to  affiliate  with  the 
provincial  system  cannot  long  be  refused. 

Your  Committee  therefore  beg  to  report  progress  and  ask  to  be  reappointed 
with  instructions  to  further  consider  the  proposal  for  the  affiliation  of  Voluntary 
Schools  with  the  Public  School  system  of  the  Province,  and  to  confer  with  the 
various  religious  bodies  and  other  corporations  and  to  report  again  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Synod. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  - 

FkAKK  E.   HOOGINS, 

Chairman. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Frank  E.  Hodgins,  seconded  by  Reverend  Canon  Welch, 
Resolved,  That  the  report  be  adopted  and  the  Committee  reappointed  with 
instructions  to  further  consider  the  proposal  for  the  affiliation  of  Voluntary 
Schools  with  the  Public  School  system  of  Ontario,  and  to  confer  with  the  various 
religious  bodies  and  other  corporations  in  regard  thereto  and  report  again  at  the 
next  meeting  of  this  Synod. 


COMMITTEE  TO  CONSIDER  THE  PROPOSED  SCHEME  FOR  THE 

AFFILIATION  OP  VOLUNTARY  SCHOOLS  WITH  THE 

ONTARIO  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  SYSTEM. 


The  Rev.  Provost  Welch,  D.C.L. 

"  Prof.  Clark,  M.A.,  D.C.L. 

"  Septimus  Jones,  M.A. 

"  W.  Hoyes  Clarke,  M.A. 

««  T.  W.  Powell. 

"  W.  L.  Baynes  Reed. 

"  C.  L.  Ingles,  M.A. 
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L.  H.  Baldwin. 

Jas,  S.  Cartwright. 

Spencer  Waugh. 

W.  H.  Lockhart-Gordon. 

W.  U.  Fairbum. 


